THE  LIGHTHOUSE
September and  October 2011

Mission Statement of Cerro Gordo Church of the Brethren
Love God, Grow with  others, Serve  faithfully, Reach the Lost, Find Peace


PASTOR’S MUSINGS

   We want to continue our thoughts about our mission statement.  In this newsletter we want to think about “reach the lost”.  First we must realize that all of us are lost until we accept Jesus as our Savior.

   We reach the lost by showing them that coming to Jesus brings about a new life.  In the book of 2 Corinthians, Paul says that we are new creations in Christ.  He has given us a new birth as he described in John 3.  Therefore, as part of our mission statement, our church desires to reach out to those people who do not know Christ.  We can best do that as we show them the love of Jesus and the difference Jesus makes in our lives. 

   Almost every survey of Christians reminds us that people are most likely to come to church and to Christ through the witness of their friends and relatives.   The love of the church body keeps people coming.  I recently heard about someone visiting a church.  That Sunday the church had an emphasis on reaching out to their community. Yet hardly anyone spoke to the visitor.  They had a fellowship meal that Sunday, yet no one asked the visitor to stay and enjoy the fellowship and meal.

   We will reach the lost when we love them and extend to them fellowship through service. We reach the lost as we fulfill the first three points of our mission statement. 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Note:  It is always wise to check the weekly bulletin or call the church to make sure there is no change in the dates for these events. This is especially true if you are traveling a distance to come and join us. 

September 12 – 6:00 p.m.	
    Witness Commission invites everyone (men and women) to come help make diapers to send to Honduras. 

September 20	   7:00 p.m.   Women’s Meeting at the Church Fellowship Hall unless someone would like to have it in their home. (Note:  This is a change of location.)  The theme for the evening is “The Fruit of the Sprit is Sharing”. Each person is to bring their favorite recipe that uses fruit. Devotions will be by Bev Stine. Hostesses are Shirley Krall, Kathleen Petersen and Nora Hanaver. 

September 27 –    6:00 p.m.	    CUIC potluck and meeting at the Brethren church.

October 6	7:00 p.m.  Executive Meeting

October 16  	4:00 p.m.    Progressive Dinner  There will be more details in the bulletin as we get closer to the date.

October 25 – CUIC meeting

October 30	5th Sunday – Brethren at our church  - There will be a potluck dinner following worship.
November 3    6:15 p.m. Executive Committee 
   7:00 p.m. Commissions; and full church board meeting at 7:30 p.m.

November 4-6 – District Conference

November 13	  12:30 p.m. 	Council meeting  There will be a meal following worship service. 

CHURCH NEWS

Telephone:   To reach Pastor Russell you may call the church number – 763-8641 or his cell number – 853-9506.  The church number rings at the parsonage.  

Women’s Outing – We had a good group at Yoder’s in Arthur in late July.  Carol Kussart shared about her busy summer through photos and stories.  

All Church Picnic – Our Rock Springs picnic was a fun time of visiting and eating. It was a good thing we brought plenty of hamburgers and hot dogs, because the fishing poles never made it to the pond. We even had prizes for the fisherman who caught the biggest fish and the one who caught the most fish! Thank you, Carol, for leading us in camp songs. The songs brought back many wonderful camp memories. 

Summer Fund Raisers – Thanks for the many who helped with the food stand during the city rummage sale and the parking lot at the Decatur Celebration.  With your help we were able to raise over $1400 for our general fund.

CONGRATULATIONS:  Arnold and Marlene Schultz are celebrating their 50th wedding anniversary in September.  We praise the Lord for their faithfulness to each other and to the Lord Jesus. 

HELP!  Nurture Commission is looking for volunteers to run the computer during the church services and some to type hymns into the Power Point program on the computer. Please contact Carol Kussart if you are willing to do either of these jobs.

Sermons in September and October
   We will finish the series on the Sermon on the Mount during September.  Then we will start a series on Romans.  This will be a brief overview of a very important book of the Bible.  The letter of Romans gives us a detailed doctrinal view of our salvation and how to live for Jesus. We will study this letter through February or March of next year. 

News from the September Board Meeting:

1) Pastor Russell will retire at the end of February 2012.  
2) There will be NO Christmas Eve Service this year.  
3) Christmas Day – There will be no Sunday School on Christmas Day and we will have worship service at 10:00 a.m.  This will be an extended time of singing with a short sermon.
4) The donation box for September and October will be Camp Emanuel.
5) We are planning to host a Children’s Disaster Training Workshop on March 23,24 of next year. 

DISTRICT NEWS

November 4-6 is District Conference. It will be at Lake Williamson Christian Center near Carlinville.  Now is the time to register for conference. Your registration fee covers lodging and meals during conference.   See Pastor Russell for registration forms.

SURPRISE BOX

   A little boy who went to the ballet for the first time with his father was amazed watching all the girls dancing on their toes. He turned to his father and asked, “Why don’t they just get taller girls, dad?”   
