THE  LIGHTHOUSE
November and  December 2011

Mission Statement of Cerro Gordo Church of the Brethren
Love God, Grow with  others, Serve  faithfully, Reach the Lost, Find Peace


PASTOR’S MUSINGS

   We want to continue our thoughts about our mission statement.  In this newsletter we want to think about “find peace”.  As we approach the Christmas season, this is a very appropriate phrase of our mission statement to consider.

   We will find peace and be able to help others find peace only through Jesus.  It is interesting that we hear much about peace during this season, yet so often there is anything but peace in the lives of many.  With all the worldly efforts to emphasize things at Christmas, peace seems to the last thing we seek or find.  We become stressed about what to get someone. We are concerned if our gift will be appreciated. We become financially in debt and our emotions are drained from all the activities.

   Let us find peace this Christmas as we focus on Jesus and not parties, gifts, and decorations. Those events our fine if they help us remember that Jesus came to give us peace. They hinder our finding peace when we allow them to become the reason we are celebrating.    

   As our mission is to help us find peace, we try to limit the activities we emphasize during the season.  We do not have big productions or several events.  We seek to share the love of Jesus through angel tree and the vespers. We have a simple, but meaningful time of worship at we concentrate upon the Prince of Peace who came to give peace to all of us. He will give peace with God and give us the peace of God.
CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Note:  It is always wise to check the weekly bulletin or call the church to make sure there is no change in the dates for these events. This is especially true if you are traveling a distance to come and join us. 


November 13	  12:30 p.m. 	Council meeting  There will be a meal following worship service. 

November 20	  Bring your care packages and supplies for our college students to the church.   

November 20	6:00 p.m.   Thanksgiving Service sponsored by CUIC.  It will be at the Methodist Church in Cerro Gordo.  Come and share in a time to thank the Lord and give him our praises.  If you can, arrive at 5:30 to join in a community choir for the service.

November 27		4:00 p.m.    We are meeting to decorate the church for Christmas.  There will be a soup supper following the decorating party.

November 29 – 7:00 p.m.  CUIC meeting at the Oakley Brick Church

December 1 – Full church board meeting.  This will be an organizational meeting for the new board members as well.  6:15 – Executive Committee; 7:00 p.m. Commissions; 7:30 full board.

December 2 – Noon  Candy for the candy store at Christmas on the Hill is to be at the church

December 3  - Christmas on the Hill

December 4 – 4:00 p.m.	Community Vesper Service at our church – Cerro Gordo Church of the Brethren

December 6 – 6:00 p.m.	Women’s Christmas Potluck and party

December 25 – Christmas Day 
Special times for services
	We will NOT have any Sunday school 
	Worship service will be at 10:00 a.m.
	This will include some extra singing 
	and a short message.

CHURCH NEWS

Sermons in November and December
  Throughout most of November we will look at the opening chapters of Romans.  During Advent and Christmas we will see some passages of Scripture that are not normally considered “Christmas” texts.  Then the last two weeks, we will look at the birth of Christ as recorded in Luke.

News from the November Board Meeting:

  We are hosting a Children’s Disaster Workshop on March 23-24, 2012.  This is a great opportunity to be trained in this ministry. See Rosemary Brandenburg for more information and to register for this training.

  The date to decorate the church for Christmas is November 27 at 4:00 p.m.  There will be a soup supper following the decorating.

   We will not be using the projector for music during December to allow everyone to enjoy all the Christmas decorations.

   Now is the time to order poinsettias for Christmas.  If you would like to provide some poinsettias for the front of the church order them through Carol Kussart or Kathy Gentry.

  We donated $100 to Piatt County Mental Health to help them with Christmas gifts.

   We made about 9 ½ dozen diapers to send to Honduras.  

   The donation box for November and December will be for the local food pantries.

  The youth will be providing the meal before council meeting.  

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP REPORT

Nov. 20	Bring supplies for college students for their care packages

Nov. 22 – Packaging the care packages

Dec. 2 – 1:00 p.m.  Package candy for the Candy Store for Christmas on the Hill – Be sure to have your candy to the church before 1:00 p.m. on Dec. 2

Dec. 3	 Christmas on the Hill – Be sure to visit and buy your Christmas candy at the Candy Store

Dec. 6 – 6:000 p.m. Women’s Fellowship Christmas Meeting at Marlene Schultz’s Home
 Bring a covered dish for a Christmas Celebration potluck
 The Women’s Fellowship will furnish the meat dish.
 We will reveal our prayer partners
Hostesses:	Carol Kussart
		Kathy Gentry
		Rosemary Brandenburg



DISTRICT NEWS
District Conference Report  by Carol Kussart

District Conference 2011
Lake Williamson, November 4-6, 2011

Lake Williamson provided the site for the IL/WI District conference with our hosts, the Hurricane Creek church. The theme was “Joined with me and I with you” from John 15:5. Meeting rooms had excellent facilities. Friday night’s worship set the stage for the conference with love feast.  
Business began Saturday morning after an ample breakfast in the dining hall. One of the main pieces of business was discontinuing the New Church Development Board (NCDB) and establishing a Church Revitalization & Development Committee that is reportable to Leadership Team (LT). Legal issues require the district to continue the incorporation of NCDB but LT will be the directors. After a great deal of discussion, necessary amendments to both sets of by-laws were passed by the delegates. 
Some sad business: Rockford First Church was dissolved. Also, the Batavia church will likely be dissolved after title issues are settled since they have not met for several months. A joy: Rockford Community Church was granted fellowship status.
Northern pastors are working with their congregations to “be the church” in their communities. Examples we heard were handing out flowers or water, purchasing backpacks for inner city school children, sponsoring a free clothing shop, starting food pantries, and hosting a free community breakfast once a month. We were all encouraged to “be the church.”
We heard reports from Manchester College, the camps, and the homes. Camp Emmanuel has an updated website. They are excited and anxious about hosting the denomination-wide Song and Story Fest during the first week of July, 2012, with upwards of 150 people in attendance. We also heard reports from Bethany Seminary, Brethren Benefit Trust, On Earth Peace, and the Mission & Ministry Board.
The District is scheduled for a week of disaster work February 12-19; Rick Koch is hoping at least 12 people will go. At this point, the location is unknown.
Among those called to district leadership was Mark Flory Steury as moderator-elect, pastor at the Neighborhood church. Our moderator for 2012 is Fletcher Farrar of the Springfield church.
[bookmark: _GoBack]District Deacons are sponsoring a District Potluck on April 28, 2012 at the Peoria church. There will be worship, deacon workshops, and other workshops. Cost: $5 each. These events are really beneficial, and it would be nice to see a number of our members attend.  Many district pastors were honored for years of service from 5 to 35 years.
	After business, we heard results of the silent auction: $1424 was raised. Then a live auction took place to sell an ash hope chest made from Camp Emmaus forest wood and 9 comforters made by congregations. Over $2000 was raised from that. Our congregation’s comforter went for the highest price with fierce bidding between us and another person: $525. We let it go.
Conference concluded with worship featuring Tim Harvey, Annual Conference moderator, as speaker. Each congregation brought home a banner from another congregation so that we may be in prayer and other relationship with that congregation. Ours is the Dixon church.
District conference 2012 will be hosted by the Virden church which will be celebrating its 100th anniversary. It may be at Lake Williamson again. We enjoyed serving as delegates for 2011. Others should consider doing so—you are missing out on a great opportunity.
