THE  LIGHTHOUSE
July and August 2011

Mission Statement of Cerro Gordo Church of the Brethren
Love God, Grow with  others, Serve  faithfully, Reach the Lost, Find Peace


PASTOR’S MUSINGS

   We want to continue our thoughts about our mission statement.  So far we have discussed “love God” and “grow with others”.  In this newsletter we want to think about “serve faithfully”.  

   We often talk about serving the Lord, yet I wonder some times whether or not we fully understand what it means to serve him.  I think about the table waiter on our last cruise.  One of the first things he said was that he wanted to serve us well.  We could help him, but letting him know if anything was not right.  In other words, he expressed the desire to do it our way. He wanted to make our experience during dinner to be just the way we wanted it.  

   That is the attitude we need as we serve God. We need to minister or teach or help others, not the way we want, but the way God wants us to serve.  We should have the desire to please God totally as we serve.  

  As we work this summer, and prepare for the fall with a new school year and church year, we need to come with the commitment that all we do in life will be for the service of God. It is not only what we do at church or for the church.  Our service for the Lord should be 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, every week of every year.  1 Corinthians 10:31 says, “So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God.”
CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Note:  It is always wise to check the weekly bulletin or call the church to make sure there is no change in the dates for these events. This is especially true if you are traveling a distance to come and join us. 

July 2-6	Annual Conference  Pastor Russell and Kay are attending Annual Conference in Grand Rapids, Michigan.  Also attending from our church are Carol and Glen.

July 7-10	Pastor Russell will be on vacation.  The executive committee is working on pulpit supply while Pastor is gone.

July 18-22 – Vacation Bible School 
	VBS will be at the Methodist Church this year. The classes will be based on Joseph and his time in Egypt each evening from 6:00 to 8:30 p.m.  Be sure to let Kathleen Petersen know that you are available to help.

July 22 – Women’s outing to Arthur.  There will be more information in the bulletin.

July 29-30 – City wide rummage sale.  We will not have items for sale, but will have the food stand.  We need everyone to help with the food stand as it is very popular with all the visitors to town.

July 31 – 5th Sunday at the Brethren Church with potluck dinner to follow worship.
August 4 – 7:00 p.m.  Executive Committee Meeting

August 8-21 – Pastor Russell on vacation

August 21 – 4:00 p.m. 	CUIC Ice Cream Social   The special music this year is Power of Praise from Atwood.  Join us for a great time of food, fellowship, and gospel music.

August 27 – All church picnic – The Women’s Fellowship is planning a cook-out for our church family on Saturday, August 27 at 3:00 to sunset in a pavilion at Rock Springs Environmental Center. Bring lawn chairs, fishing poles, walking shoes, and a covered dish to go with our cook-out. Invite your friends and family to come to our fun outing.

September 1 – Full church board meeting


CHURCH NEWS

Telephone:   To reach Pastor Russell you may call the church number – 763-8641 or his cell number – 853-9506.  The church number rings at the parsonage.  Pastor Russell and Kay have disconnected their home phone number.  You should be able to get hold of Pastor any time on the cell, unless he is where cell phones need to be turned off.

Parking Lot:	The front area has been completed and we are waiting for the area between the church and the parsonage to be sealed.


Strawberry Festival:	We had a great turnout for the strawberry festival.  We estimate 175 to 200 attended and enjoyed great strawberry pie, fresh strawberries and ice cream.  Thank you to everyone who helped.  We could not have done it without you.


Quilt: – Carol, Kathy, Zola, and Mary all helped to put together a quilt.  We have displayed it during the worship services.   This was sent to the district.  One quilt from the district will be sent to Annual Conference and the rest will be auctioned at District Conference.  

Christian Living Magazine:   Our church was featured in a photo shoot in this magazine.  It has great pictures of our church and is some wonderful publicity for our church. Be sure to get a copy if you have not already done so. 

NEWS FLASH!  More information about the women’s outing for July.   Keep July 22, 12:00 noon open and on your calendars. Women, invite our guys and any others who would like to join us for lunch at Yoder’s in Arthur.  Please plan to attend for a time of fellowship and good food.  Call Patty Cripe or Barb Baker if you have any questions.

News from July Board Meeting:
1) Donation Box for July/August	Proceeds are to go to a project of making diapers for missions in Honduras out of old t-shirts. 
2) Food Stand	
	Profits are to go to the general fund
3) Parking Lot for Decatur Celebration
	Profits are to go to the general fund

SURPRISE BOX
   A few months ago we were eating out at the Downtown Café in Decatur.  While I was checking out, I noticed the following quotation on the counter. I thought it stated well our walk with the Lord.

Happy moments –  Praise God
 Difficult moments –  Seek God
Quiet moments – Worship God
Painful moments –  Trust God
Every moment   –  Thank God
