THE  LIGHTHOUSE
March and April 2011

Mission Statement of Cerro Gordo Church of the Brethren
Love God, Grow with  others, Serve  faithfully, Reach the Lost, Find Peace


PASTOR’S MUSINGS

   At the top of the page of each newsletter is printed our mission statement.  I want us to think about why we are part of the Cerro Gordo Church of the Brethren.

   In the last newsletter we looked at what it meant to love God.  In this letter I want to think about growing with others.  We often talk about spiritual growth, yet I wonder how much time we take to grow and how much effort we put into the process.   In our physical life, growth comes somewhat without effort.  However, if we want to grow well, we do put forth a great deal of effort.  We grow mentally by going to school and continuing to learn even as adults.  We also spend time and effort to get the proper exercise, eat the right foods and care for our body.  

	Likewise, in the spiritual realm we need to help each other grow. We grow as we study the Word and spend time in fellowship with the Lord Jesus.  We grow as we encourage one another. We grow with others as we participate in the worship at church.  We help each other grow as we join in as many activities at church as possible.  

   During the next couple of months, we have many opportunities to grow with others.  Let us take advantage of them. Even if we don’t feel the personal need, someone else needs our presence at each of these activities. Our involvement will help them to grow in Christ.
CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Note:  It is always wise to check the weekly bulletin or call the church to make sure there is no change in the dates for these events. This is especially true if you are traveling a distance to come and join us. 

March 3 – Full board meeting – Executive Committee 6:15; Commissions 7:00 p.m.

March 12 – 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. – Chicken and noodle dinner

March 13, 20, 27; April 3, 10 – Lenten services at 4:00 p.m.  Schedule will be posted when we know the exact locations.  We will host the Lenten service on April 3.

April 5 -6:00 p.m.   All church supper and Bill Hare will be speaking about the mission in Honduras.

April 7 - 7:00 p.m. Executive Committee

April 17   Care packages for our college students are needed at the church. They will be packed on Tuesday, April 19

April 21 – 6:30 p.m.  Love Feast

April 24	Easter Sunday – We are hosting the Community Sunrise service this year.  Come and join in a time of worship, praise that Jesus is alive, and a great breakfast.

May 3	- 6:30 p.m. Mother Daughter Banquet

May 5 - Full board meeting – Executive Committee 6:15; Commissions 7:00 p.m.
CHURCH NEWS 

Remember we are raising funds to repair the parking areas around the church. Earmark your contributions as “Parking Area”. Thank you for your support to keep our church and parking area in good condition.   Steward Commission

Change in Order of Service – In February we have started to have our greeting time before the announcements.  It allows us to greet one another and then start the worship service on time and with everyone present.  

Chicken and Noodle Supper – Saturday, March 12 – 5:00-7:00 p.m.
   The cost for the supper will be $7.00 for adults and $3.50 for children from 3-10.  Children under 3 are free.  The theme for the supper is “The Fruit of the Spirit is Joy”.  Come and enjoy this time of fellowship and good food sponsored by the Women’s Fellowship.  Be sure to invite many from the community to join us.

Lenten Services:   4:00 p.m. Each Sunday
	March 13 – Decatur Church
	March 20 – Champaign Church
	March 27 – Oakley Brick Church
	April 3 – Cerro Gordo Church
	April 10 – La Place Church

All Church Supper:  Mark your calendars for Tuesday, April 5.  Women’s Fellowship is sponsoring an all-church supper at 6:00 p.m.  We have a special guest coming to share with us about mission work in Honduras.  Bill Hare, manager of Camp Emmaus, has headed up many mission trips to this country, his most recent in January of this year.  Bill and his wife, Betty, are not strangers to us. He has been with us before to share about Honduras and Betty has shared with us about Nigeria. Plan to join in an evening of interesting conversation and photos. Watch the bulletin for details about the supper. 
Love Feast – April 21 at 6:30 p.m.   We trust that you will join us for Love Feast.  This is the time when we follow the teachings of the Lord and remember his three-fold ministry for us.  We are able to use this service to worship Jesus and obey his teachings about the ordinances of the church.  Jesus said, “Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them” (John 13:17).

DISTRICT NEWS
    
On January 23 we had a listening session for the special response questions that relate to business items at Annual Conference. There were eight from our church in attendance and about a total of 40.  Carol Kussart was a leader of one of the groups.  We appreciate the fine meal provided by the Decatur church following the time of business.  

Be sure to check out the District newsletters at the District web site – (iwdcob.org).   You can also find out about other events happening in the district at the web site.

SURPRISE BOX

Q: Who was the greatest financier in the Bible?
A: Noah: He was floating his stock while everyone else was in liquidation.

Q: Who was the greatest female financier in the Bible?
A: Pharaoh’s Daughter:  She went down to the bank of the Nile and drew out a little prophet.

Q: What excuse did Adam give to his children as to why he no longer lived in Eden?
A:  Your mother ate us out of house and home!

Q: Who was the greatest comedian in the Bible?
A: Samson: He brought the house down.

Q:Who was the greatest babysitter in the Bible?
A: David:  He rocked Goliath to sleep.
