THE  LIGHTHOUSE
January and February 2011

Mission Statement of Cerro Gordo Church of the Brethren
Love God, Grow with  others, Serve  faithfully, Reach the Lost, Find Peace


PASTOR’S MUSINGS

   At the top of the page of each newsletter is printed our mission statement.  I include the mission statement each month because I want us to think about why we are part of the Cerro Gordo Church of the Brethren.

   We have just completed the Thanksgiving and Christmas season and about ready for a new year.  We have decorated the church, made candy for Christmas on the Hill, and had a wonderful vespers service.  We have joined together for parties with friends and relatives. During this time we sent Christmas cards and decorated our homes. We have bought, received and opened presents.  Perhaps you have even been organized enough to send thank you notes already. 

   Yet, I wonder, how much time have we spent loving God.  We spend much time thinking and talking about Jesus.  Some of us may even have become upset at a world that fails to remember why we have a holiday season.  One of our goals as a church is to help each other love God more.  All we do should be out of a love for God.  Our actions and attitudes should demonstrate our love for him.  

   My desire is that as pastor, God will show me ways to help us love him more. As we start a new year, let us concentrate on loving him with all our heart and mind and soul.  Let us decide that all we do will come from our love for God and a desire to share that love with others.	 
CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Note:  It is always wise to check the weekly bulletin or call the church to make sure there is no change in the dates for these events. This is especially true if you are traveling a distance to come and join us. 


Reminder: We will have worship service in the basement all of January and the first two Sundays of February.

January 6 – Board Meeting   6:15 p.m. Executive Committee;  7:00 p.m. Commissions;  7:30 p.m. – Full board

January 23	2:30 p.m.	Decatur Church of the Brethren 	This will be the time for our listening session and discussion for the Annual Conference questions regarding same sex relationships.  We encourage all to attend this meeting to listen to others and share your views. 

January 30 – Worship at the Brethren Church followed by pot luck dinner.

February 13 – Stan Noffsinger will be our special speaker.  Stan is the General Secretary of the Church of the Brethren.  He is responsible for the programs and policies of the Board of Ministry and Mission.  Stan will have a question and answer time during Sunday School and then preach during worship.  We will have a meal and fellowship time following the worship service. 
CHURCH NEWS 
Church Board Leaders for 2011
Board Chair:		Nancy Born
Witness Chair:		Mary Hissong
Nurture Chair:		Carol Kussart
Stewards Chair:	Jason Frydenger

Remember we are raising funds to repair the parking areas around the church. Earmark your contributions as “Parking Area”. Thank you for your support to keep our church and parking area in good condition.   Steward Commission

DISTRICT NEWS
    
District Conference was a great time of fellowship and much business was accomplished.   Be in prayer for the New Church Development Team and the Leadership Team as they work to bring about a merger of the two organizations.  There is great growth in the new church plant in Rockford.   Also, many shared their appreciation of Kevin Kessler as our District Executive.  It was good to hear that our camping program in the district is alive and helping many children and adults in their walk with Jesus.  It was also an encouragement to hear that our nursing homes and retirement centers are doing well. They continue to improve their services and ministry to their communities. 

DENOMINATIONAL NEWS

   The following two items were news items from the brethren.org web site and the news articles from the Church of the Brethren.  They remind us that we are busy helping others and showing our love of God to many people throughout the world. You may want to go to this site to learn more about what is happening throughout our denomination. You can also subscribe to receive the “newsline” on your computer. It is published about every other week. 

   From Haiti:  The Church of the Brethren is providing help to communities and neighborhoods in Haiti to help them gain access to clean water during the cholera outbreak there.,  We have distributed 200 new water filters to Church of the Brethren congregations and families.  Also, we have helped dig a new well in one neighborhood where Haitian Brethren live to give them a source of clean water. 

   From South Dakota:  Recently the Brethren Disaster Ministry has helped provide mobile units to an area in South Dakota.  The Cheyenne River Sioux Indian Reservation had been hit by a tornado and needed housing immediately because of winter approaching.  The Brethren joined many other church and government agencies to quickly provide help in this needy area. The entire response lasted two weeks and placed multiple mobile housing units and prepared them for the upcoming winter.

SURPRISE BOX

The Sermon
     “I hope you won’t take it personally that my husband walked out in the middle of your sermon,” said the embarrassed woman to the preacher.
   “Well, ah, to be frank, I must say, I couldn’t help but take it a bit that way.”
 “Oh, but it wasn’t any reflection on you at all,” she protested. “Ralph has been walking in his sleep ever since he was a child.”

The Bakery
   A customer in the bakery was complaining about the pastry.
   “Why, I was making pastry before you were born,” replied the indignant cook.
   “Maybe,” answered the customer, “but why sell it now?”

